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SRI PURANDARADASA
(C 1494-1564)

Sri Purandaradasa holds a prominent place
in the cultural history of Karnataka. He was a
Saint, a literary genius, a master of the theory
and practice of the science of music, a religious
teacher and a humanist. The people of Karnataka
cherish his memory as the best of the Haridasas.
His own Guru Vyasaraya is reported to have
acclaimed him as the best representative of
Haridasas: Dasa rendare Purandaradasaraya.

The literature left by the Haridasas is well-
known for its rich devotional content and religious
mysticism. The Dasa Sahitya, like the Vacana
Sahitya of the Virasaiva faith, is essentially a
humanistic literature. Kannada literature would
have been the poorer in the absence of the rich
legacy of the Haridasas. The Haridasa literature
would not have attained its wide popularity and
spontaneity of appeal but for the personality and
contributions of Purandaradasa himself. It was
given to him to consolidate the Dasakuta and
ensure its continuity in the social life of his
countrymen. Thou his own Guru Vysaraya and
his Guru Sripadaraja had both taken the lead in
founding the Dasakuta, it was Purandaradasa
who brought about its full-fledged development.
His two earlier Gurus were men who belonged
to the ascetic order. They were Pithadhipatis
directly connected with a particular religious
persuasion and school of philosophy. They could
not on this account of their peculiar position, pay
exclusive attention to all the needs of a
movement intended for the spiritual awakening
and rehabilitation of the masses irrespective of
their social, intellectual and religious barriers. In
spite of this handicap, the great Vysaraya had
made history by his bold act of toleration in
admitting Kanakadasa (a non-Brahmana) to his
favour and as a member of the Dasakuta,
Purandaradasa himself has referred to the
opposition which this evoked from orthodox
quarters: Kanakadasana myale dayamadalu
Vyasamuni mathadavarella durikombuvaro( The
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adherents of the Vyasaraya Mutt began to
criticize him when Sri Vyasaraya extended his
favour to Kanakadasa).

It was therefore much easier for a person
like Purandaradasa who was not an ascetic but
a householder to consolidate the Dasakuta and
enlarge the sphere of its influence and activities
on a countrywide scale with the moral and
intellectual support of farsighted Pithadhipatis like
Vyasaraya. Purandaradasa seems also to have
received the fullest support and cooperation from
the two famous disciples of his Guru viz., Sri
Vadiraja Tirtha and Sri Vijayindra Tirtha (both
heads of mutts) in carrying forward the work of
the Dasakuta. The disciples of Vyasaraya thus
formed a true brotherhood of saintly souls and a
fellowship of Bhaktas among themselves. That
is why Purandaradasa pays a handsome tribute
to Sri Vadiraja and Sri Vijayindra in his Vyasaraja
Suladi. Thereby he indirectly acknowledges his,
indebtedness to them for their whole hearted
cooperation in extending the message of
Dasakuta all over the country. There are also
clear references in his padas to his visit to
Udipi and Kumbakonam the headquarters of his
esteemed spiritual companions named ahove.

Another circumstance that explains the
dominating influence of Purandaradasa over the
history of the Dasakuta is the comparatively
larger extent and range of his compositions, even
taking into account the small portion of his work
that has come down to us. The tradition handed
down by his next illustrious successor in the
Dasakuta viz,. Sri Vijayadasa,-to whom we are
largely indebted for information regarding the
early life of Purandaradasa and the colourful
details of his sudden spiritual conversion at the
age of thirty or some-what later-estimates the
total extent of Purandaradasa’s literary output at
4,75,000 padas: This is no doubt a staggering
figure. Modern scholars may be inclined to
question its correctness. It is possible that



traditional estimates of this kind are often
exaggerated. The number of Sant Tukaram'’s
abhangas has been given as 50134000 (vide
Panch Sant Kavi, S.G. Tulpule p.316). | have
suggested in my History of Dvaita school,
Vol.ll,p.320, that Vijayadasa’s estimate is probably
to be taken in terms of the number of granthas
(units of 32 syllables), That would bring down
the total of Purandaradsa’s output to a more
reasonable limit. Making due and necessary
allowance for the exaggerations of tradition and
piety, one may still say that even the available
number of Purandardasa’s compositions exceeds
that of many other Dasas as well as of some
other composers in the field like Sri Tyagaraja.
After all, it is the spirit and the moving qualities
of the compositions of great saints that make
them immortal and universally respected and
cherished for centuries after them, rather than
their mere bulk. And judged by these standards,
the compositions of Purandaradasa have certainly
proved their worth by their survival in the
affections of the Kannada-speaking and the
Kannada-Knowing people to this day.

The holocaust that razed Vijayanagar and
Hampi to the ground and reduced them to a
mass of ruins in 1565.A.D. was a tragedy worse
than any known to history in any part of the
world. The fall of Vijayanagar was no merely a
political tragedy for South India as a whole, but
an economic, social, literary, and religious
tragedy. Karnataka hardly recovered from its
effects. And before it had time to do so the rise
of a new foreign power changed the whole course
of Indian history beyond recongnition. The
vandalism that was committed on the a by of
Vijayanagara and its suburbs the carnage
inflicted on the people at large and the looting,
arson and other atrocities perpetrated for months
together on a rich and defenceless city and its
teeming millions by the reckless mobviolence of
the invaders must have taken a colossal toll of
human lives and property as well as of literary
treasures housed in public and private libraries
in the capital. The matha of Sri Vyasaraja at
Hampi which housed thousands of manuscripts
shared the same fate. That is why the original
MSS. of Vyasaraja’s works are not available to
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us even at the mutt of his own successors
today. Th Sattarka-vilasa, an important polemical
work of his referred to by him still remains
untraced and untraceable.No wonder many of the
songs of Purandaradasa and Kanakadasa have
been lost for ever to posterity, except the few
hundreds which had luckily migrated throoral
tradition to different parts of the country during
thier lifetime and after-wards.

We have therefore to take into account
the inevitable limitations which peculiar historical
circumstances have imposed upon our getting
at a more complete picture of the details of
Purandardasa’s life, career, studies of music and
other activities and the sum-total of his
compositions. It is extremely unfortunate, then,
that any true scholar of Southindian history
should lose his balance of judgement at this
juncture and rush to orint with all sorts of ill-
assorted and irresponsible theories and libellous
imputations regarding the works, personality and
role of so eminent a son of Karnatak as
Purandaradasa in the history of his times.
Dr.S.Srikantha Sastri of Mysore has flouted all
the canons of fair play and impartiality in historical
criticism in a highly provocative article published
by him on Purandaradasa in the Deepavali issue
of the “Tai-nadu” of Bangalore (1963).

In this article, he has sought to belittle
the place and importance of Purandaradasa in
the world of Karnatak Music. He has called into
question his claims to any initiative and
originality of thought and technique in the field
of music, in its Lakshana and Lakshya aspects,
which may entitle him to regarded as the Father
of Karatak Music, for having paved the way for
its attaining its present stage of development.
We can safely refer ~ him and the readers to
expert opinion on the subject published in the
quarterly Journal of the Madras Music
Academy,1942, Vol Xlll, pts, i-iv, in unreserved
acknowledgement of Purandaradasa’s pre-
eminence in these respects. The alleged meeting
between Purandaradasa and Annamarya, a
famous composer from the Andhra country
narrated by his grandson in his
Annamaryacharitamu, quoted by Dr. Sri
kanthasastri goes only to support the inference



that the two met, if at all, as equals. The
greatness of Purandaradasa has been
acknowledged by no less and authority than
Tyagaraja. Tulajendra Maharaja the Maratha Ruler
of Tanjore, himself any author of a treatise on
Music has quoted some of Purandardasa’s
Suladis as models. There is sufficient evidence
in the published compositions of Purandaradasa’s
predecessors in the Dasakuta viz,. Sripadaraja
and Vyasaraja that they were both masters of
Sangitasastra. There is nothing to forbid the view
that Purandaradasa improved his knowledge and
technique of music under the latter's guidance.

The complaint voiced by Dr. Srikanthasastri
that Purandaradasa’s padas are not capable of
being set to the rigid requirements of classical
music is illfounded. As a matter of fact it is the
unique glory of Purandaradasa that owing to
historical reasons his padas have come to enjoy
the rare privilege of being rendered in both the
Karnataka and the Hindustani styles of our music
by contermporary experts in either systems such
as Bhimsen Joshi, Mallikarjun Mansur, Arjunasa
Nakod, M.S.Subbulakshmi, M.L.Vasantakumari,
Sarasvatibai and others. Time and wider
opportunities and public demand should make
for full concerts to be held-based wholly on the
repertory of Purandaradasa’s songs.

One is amazed at the sheer audacity with
which Dr. Srikantha Sastri has charged
Purandaradasa and his Guru Vyasaraya with a
hidden hand in the downfall and destruction of
Vijayanagar. No grosser libel than this can be
imagined. Neither Vyasaraya nor Purandaradasa
could even remotely be held responsible for the
fall of Vijayanagar which took place in
1565.Vyasaraya passed away at Hampi in
1539.... in the heydays of Vijayanagar history,
after having enjoyed a position of high respect
and authority in the estimation of Emperor
Krishnadevaraya and his successor. Vijayanagar

fell in 1565,- a quarter of a century after
Vyasaraja’s demise. How on earth could he have
brought about that fall ? That apart, Vyasaraya
was a staunch exponent of the robust realitic
philosophy of Sri Madhavacarya, which
emphasises the reality of the world and its values
and exhorts all believers in Vedic Dharma,
Particularly King and Kshatriyas, to fight to the
finish all forms of Adharma and maintain intact
the political independence of one’s own country
against all forms of voilence and aggression:-

Narayanadvit tadanubandhi nigraham
kshatriyanam visesatopi
Paramadharmam......(Madhvacarya, Gitatatparya).

Neither Vyasaraya nor his disciple
Purandaradasa brought up in the austere
traditions of such a passionate love of
Svadharma, Svamata, Svadevata and Svaarajya,
would ever dream of conspiring with their sworn
enemies, if that is what Dr. Srikanthasastri is
trying to suggest they did, to bring about the
downfall of all that they held sacred and
inviolable.

Every student of history knows that
empires and institutions are subject to rise and
fall in the natural course of history. In the case
of Vijayanagar, it was the combined invasion of
the confedaracy of its enemies that brought about
its defeat and destruction. There is no sense or
point in making either Vyasaraya or his disciple
even remotely responsible for it. On the contrary
it is as much established fact that Sri Vyasaraya
and his disciples stabilized and consolidated the
fortunes of the Vijayanagar empire and enhanced
its reputation as Sri Vidyaranya had earlier helped
in its foundation. The illustrious Vadiraja, in his
Tirthaprabandha expresses this truth in a nutshell
when he says of Vijayanagar:-

Rajadhani jayati sa Gajagahvarasamijnita.
Yatra bhanti gaja Madhvaraddhan
tadharanidharah.

“This is not the age for truthful men
It is a time when evil men can flourish
This is a time when those who think of God slowly decline.
The righteous are being uprooted in this period
And the doers of evil deeds have a merry time.”’
Sri Purandaradasa

74



MUSIC AND PURANDARA

The material of Purandara’s Kritis are
human, earthly and divine; under a thousand
varieties of forms and circumstance,-the
essential greatness, the boundless possibilities
of moral nature, the obstacles which resist, the
stregth of will which makes man the master of
his destiny, and that through the protecting
influence of Hari, the struggle of duty with
necessity, the collisions and conflicts, the play
and strife of the great normal passions by which
character is made, the unsounded depths of joy
and sorrow, love, charity, truth and tenderness-
are all woven into human life by a master hand;
and this feature Purandara reflects in his Kirtanas
for the joy and amelioration of mankind.
Purandara says “The greatest of hymns, is the
humn of the victory of Dharma. The supreme
art of life is to know the secret of Dharma and
live in conformity with it

Purandara’s religion was the worship of the
‘beautiful’ in God, in nature and in divinity. Man’s
deepest thoughts about things invisible and
spiritual, his highest hopes, his loftiest
admirations and his most exalted reverences,
find expression in his compositions. Lovely forms
of human grace and nobleness, freed from the
stain of human imperfections and man’s deepest
susceptibilities, find vent in his worship. The
aesthetic and the sacred, the poetical and the
mythological are interwoven in this worship piece
and thus in a sense, he is a creator of the
country's divinities and revealer of its theological
beliefs.

Purandara is the founder of Karnataka
Music and his songs range from the most homely
to the most philosophical. His songs are so
emotional that any one can be moved to tears.
Purandara knew that the condition of liberation
was mutual understanding and the prime condition
of understanding was a language which could
convey the subtleties of experience from mind
to mind, and designate the subtlest and
supersensuous of the mind’s powers in an inward
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state, for this marked the height of human
experience and illumination in the perception of
divinity as Lila, as Hari as Truth Beauty and
Goodness. This language is the language of
Music which takes the individual above the
Immanent to the Transcendental. It is in
suspended states of animation which music
inspires, that Bhakta sees the pillars of the
forest, pyramidal mountains, columnai cliffs, as
the images of a divine Architect. Models of living
forms and shining fantasies of the skies, the
mountain lake in the light of the rising moons
and the first stars twinkling against the dusky
silverness of twilight, will give him the image of
a divine Sculptor or a celestial painter. All these
represent to the Bhakta a kind of restoration of
the inner Reality in man; and it is through inter-
penetration of these outward images projected
to a cosmic scale that he has come to a
comprehension of his own inward self. The Dasa
abandons himself without reserve to every
illusion, and every image which is strongly
presented to the mental-exe produces on him
effect of Reality.

Music sums up for him the strange story
of man’s life-of a being breathing thoughtful breath
a traveller between life and death, with
innumerable and ever-varied aspects, with the
moral elements of love and sorrow, hope and
dis-oppointment and of short-lived reptures and
enduring cares with the wondrous melody of
greatness and littleness of things, mundane and
things celestial. Music strips aways the mask
of accident that conceals the Eternal, and by
its power reveals the grandest spiritual effects.

It is the function of music to idealise not
only the divine nature but human life. It
compresses into brief compass, an ideal of the
moral life of man and conveys some idea of the
unity, the harmony and the moral significance of
the whole. Music gives the capacity not simply
to reflect on what lies on the surface, but to
see under it and to get at the heart of life’s



mystery. Purandara Dasa reflects through musical
rendering of his Kirtanas the life of society. It is
no small talent which makes a man to catch up
and arrest the evanescent, fugitive play of
emotions on the surface of society, and to reflect
in fixed tones, human experience with the light,
flow and ripple of its follies, its vanities, its
absurdities or to portray without exaggeration, its
vulgarity, meanness or baseness.

The soul of a nation is enshrined in the
temple, its literature and arts. All these are
venerated in India and are represented to have
emanated form God who is believed to be the
fountain head of all that is true, good and beautiful
(Satyam, Shivam and Sundaram) in life. A divine
origin was assigned to music because music, is
the “language of the emotions.”To a Hindu, God
is infinite and the entire Universe is a
manifestation of the infinite and it is the same
sublime idea that is symbolically and beautifully
expressed when the sages and the rishis of India
described Sangeetha and Sahitya as two limbs
of the Goddess Saraswathi. Music is perhaps
the oldest of the Arts in India and it can be
traced back to the Vedic period, if not to a
period much earlier than the Vedic one.For, there
is in the Rig Veda. reference to Vina, the perfect
stringed instrument and Vana, the hundred
stringed instrumnet and to wonderful music
concert of ineffable melody (in Yama’s Court) in
which young boys and girls of adolescent age
participate and play on Vinas, Vanas and other
musical instruments. India venerates music and
“none of its arts is more perfect, more loved,
more widespread,more inter woven with its life,
than is its music.” India’s musical tradition has
it that music was first created from the Sama
Veda by Brahma.

One of the most valuable contributions of
Karnataka to World Culture is the system of
music described as Karnataka Music as
distinguished by what is known as Hindustani
music, a system of music which is prevalent in
North India. The two systems are also known
as the Dakshinadi or Southern and Uttaradi or
Northern systems ofmusic, though the latter has
taken root in certain areas of the Kannada
country as well. It has to be stated, at the very

outset, that though the two systems differ from
each other in their peculiar and characteristic
treatment of ragas, their fundamental principles
are simialr. Both the systems have melody for
their object unlike the Western system of music
which has harmony for its object. Both the
systems recognise that there are twelve notes
in an octave and use the same shrutis. Both
the systems classify ragas under different
melakartas (janaka ragas) as derivacives or
Janya ragas. It is also very interesting to note
that certain ragas of the one system correspond
to particular ragas of the other though under
different names; for example, ragas
Shubhapanthuvarali, hindola and mohana of the
Karnatic music correspond to ragas thodi, malcos
and bhupali of the Hindusthani music respectively,
while many such counterparts may be readily
found in the two systems of Indian music.

“Indian music began” says Doctor Annie
Besant “in the higher emotions and passed on
into the spiritual world. As we listen to some
exquisite Indian melody, we lose the sense that
we are present in the body at all. we find our
minds stilled and quieted, and the mind vanishes
with the body and we find ourselves raised to a
purer and subtler region.” After the advent of
Muslim rulers, music in Northern India was
secularised and almost ceased to be the hand-
mail of religion and spiritual devotion while
palaces instead of temples became mainly its
abode. But Music in Southern India was never
divorced from devotional fervour and all the great
composers were scholars and saints. They were
God-intoxicated men of extraordinary ability and
transcendetal experience.

Sri Purandaradasa who was born in the
Kannada country and who was one of such
saintly men of piety and devotion to God was
the father of the Karnataka system of music.
He was an crudite sanskrit schola and had
mastered the theory and practice of music of

‘his day after a deep study of the Upanishads,
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the Shastras and the literary works on the one
hand and of the monumental works on Indian
music like Bharata’s Natya Shasthra and
Sharngadeva’s Sangeeta Ratnakara on the
other,his mother tongue being, Kannada. He must



have had considerable experience in singing the
songs composed by great Shivasharanas and
Vachanakaras and by great Haridasas like Shri
Shripadaraya, Vyasaraja and others. With the help
of his unsurpassed originality and imagination he
systematised the music of his day in his own
admirable way metamorphosing it with his magic
touch and enriching it with his own charming and
masterly creation of compositional types. He laid-
and truly laid-the foundation for the system of
Karnatic music, It was the genius of Sri
Purandaradasa that created Keerthanas on the
basis of which the Krithi form was evolved. He
was also the creator of many compositional types
including both lakshana and lakshya
geethas,Chowkatala-kirtanas,Ugabhogas, suladis,
thanavarnas and thillanas. It is a pity that only
a few of the lakshya geethas composed by him
are available to-day, the other lakshya-geethas
and all the lakshanageethas indicating the
characteristic features of the concerned ragas
composed by him having been lost to us. His
Keerthans, tana-varnas and thillanas served as
models to the renowned composers like Sri
Thyagaraja, Siri Muthuswami Dikshithar and Sri
Adippa lyah who no doubt improved upon them
while the nayaka-nayaki aspect of some of his
Keerthanas was a source of inspiration for the
compostion of padams by Sri Kshetrajna and
other Vaggeyakaras. It is a significant fact that
even the subject matter of a few of Sri
Thyagaraja’s krithis closely resembles that of
particular Keerthanas that had been composed
by Sri Purandaradasa about two centuries ealier.
It is indeed gratifying to note that Tyagaraja refers
to Purandara with great respect and regard in
one of his mounmental works.

“The personality of Sri Purandaradasa,
says a great musician and impartial critic, “is
the greatest that a combination of spirituality, art
and culture has produced In the realm of
music, his services are precious beyond
estimate. He is the father of the Karnatic system
of music which stands unparalelled as the most
evolved system of music in the world. His
compositions range from the simplest swaravalis
and geethas to the elaborate and complex
suladis. His synthesis of Sahityakshara and
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svara raga laya is the very acme of
perfection.His language is poetic beyond
description adorned with rich imagery and pithy
sayings It is no disparagement even to
Thyagaraja to say that his compositions in the
main furnished the inspiration for the latter’s
outpourings.... Muthuswami Dikshitar though a
composer with a distinctive original style of his
own, was yet a faithful adherent to the tradition
of Purandaradasa in the frequent use he made
of the suladisaptha thalas and in the shaping of
melodic forms of antique ragas embodied in the
devaranamas..... Purandaradasa has been justly
termed the father of the Karnatic music. He was
not merely a composer, but a lakshanakara of
the highest calibre. The South Indian music, as
we now have it, is entirely his gift The first
great change effected by Purandaradasa was to
introduce the Mayamalavagowla scale for music
instruction. The ancient shuddha scale was
Kharaharapriya Not content with prescribing
the scale, he formed a graded series of lessons
which even to-day prevails in the teaching of
music; the svaravalis,junti Varisais, alankaras
and geethas form a the surest road to the
mastery of Karnatic music with all its intricacies
of svara and thala prastharas” Such was indeed
the eminence as well as achievement of Sri
Purandaradasa the father of Karnatic Music who
passed away in the year 1565 A.D when he was
about eighty years old.The change-over which
he effected from Kharaharapriya to the
Mayamalava Gowla as the starting scale for
learning music is alone enough to immortalise
Purandara as the supreme artist for Mayamalava
Gowla is described by Ramamatya the best of
all ragas (“Raganam Utthamothamah”).

Ramamatya wrote-perhaps in the closing
years of the sixteenth century a work by name
Swaramelakalanidhi on the Karnatika system of
Indian music giving a detailed exposition of the
system and describing the ragas belonging to it.
Then came the work Ragavibodha which was
written by Somanatha in 1609 A.D. It is an
important work on Indian music and classifies
the ragas into primary (Janaka) and derivative
(Janya) ragas. Somanatha has mentioned the
names of the twenty-two shruthis and has



explained them. One of the epoch-making works
on the Karnataka system of Indian music was
written almost at the same time was
Venkatamakhi’s Chathurdandi-parkashika. He
came of a family of famous scholars and
musician belonging to the Hoysala Karnataka sect
and renderel yeoman service to the cause of
Karnatika system of Indian music.He was a
gifted votary of the Muses and was a master of
both the theory and the practice of Indian music.
He had made a deep study of both the
Hindusthani and the Karnatika systems of music,
learning the former at the feet of
Thanappacharya.He was a very good composer
and his ragamalika is beautiful. With remarkable
orginality and admirable insight into the nature
of the shrutris, the swaras, the ragas, the melas,
the alapana, the thana and the thalas, he was
the first musician to formulate the scheme of
seventy-two melakarta ragas or janaka ragas
(Primary ragas) grouping the concerned janya
ragas (derivatives) under each of them. The
concept of melakarta ragaas was in vogue even
before the the advent of Venkatamakhi but the
credit of formulating a scheme of arrangement
for the ragas including in it all the sampurana
ragas current in his lays as well as the possible
number of melakarta ragas that could be evolved
on the basis of the twelve notes in the gamut,
belongs to him. He was a genius of scintillating
intellect and of analytical mind and his
classification of ragas is the best and the most
scientific one, while his scheme is complete by
itself placing the Karnatika Music on a firm
theoretical basis.In the words of a discerning
Western savant, “Each resultant Melakarta
(scale) with its derivatives in limited form or
melody mould, has been experimented with,
classified, named in a way that would excite the
admiration of even a super-scientific German.”

Such monumental works on the Karnatika
music like Venkata Mukhi's paved the way for
the magnificent achievenment of great composers
like Sri Kshethrajana, Sri Thyagaraja, Sri
Muthuswami Dikshitar and Sri Shyama Shastry.
Sri Kshethrajna who lived in the 17th century
A.D. excelled himself in composing padams and
is reputed to have composed about four thousand

padams. The three master composers Sri
Thyagaraja, Sri Muthuswami Dikshitar and Shri
Shyama Shastri were contemporaries who lived
in the eighteenth century and it fell to their lot
to raise the magnigicent mansion of Karnatka
music on the foundation that had been laid by
Sri Purandaradasa. Their monumental work can
hardly be exaggerated and even to-day the whole
of Southern India reverberates with their praise
which they richly deserve. they were great as
erudite scholars, celebrated musicians and gifted
composers of marvellous skill, imagination and
originality, while they were greater as devotees
of spiritual fervour. They were all great upasakas
who revelled in their devotion to God.Most of
their compositions are sparkling gems of
matchless beauty being the products of their
fertile imagination and unsurpassed devotion.The
huge and magnificent mansion of charming
splendour and beauty raised by them was-and
is being-decorated and embelished by a vast
number of great composers in Southern India
from Sri Swathi Thirunal to Sri Vainika Sikhamani
Seshanna who are too numerous to be
mentioned here not to speak of the galaxy of
the musician-composers who are alive to-day. In
instrumental music too, Karunakara has made
great strides. But for the advent of Shri
Purandaradasa it would not have been perhaps
possible for us to possess this invaluable
heritage. It may therefore be reasonably assumed
that the Karnatika system of music is one of
the richest contributions of Karnataka to the store
house of Indian aesthetic wealth.

It may not be out of place to mention in
this connection the valuable service rendered by
two gifted musicians of the Kannada country to
the Hindusthani system of music. One of them
was Pundarika Vittala who calls himself a
“Karnatika”. He had mastered both the
Hindusthani and the Karnatika systems of Indian
music. He was invited to Delhi in the year 1609
by Emperor Akbar and was asked to clarify the
various vague and doubtful issues that had arisen
at the time and to systematise the Hindusthani
system of music as there was growing confusion
in the theory and practice of the same. Pundarika

~Vittal rose to the occasion and gave complete
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satisfaction to the Emperor in the work entrusted
to him. He wrote four masterly works, viz,.
Shadragachandrodaya, Bagamala, Bagamanjari
and Narthananirnaya adopting the shuddha scale
of the south in describing many ragas of the
Hindusthani or Northern system of Indian Music.
It may also be recalled that about three centuries
earlier, another Kannadiga by name Sri Gopala
Naik had rendered yeoman service to the cause
of the Hindusthani system of music. It is
therefore a matter of which every one in the
Kannada country may be proud that Karnataka
has made valuable contribution to the Northern
system of Indian Music while the southern
system of Indian music is its own gift to the
world which stands to benefit very much from
both systems of Indian music in the years to
come. There are votaries of both the systems
all over Karnataka to-day.

“The science of music,” says a Western
savant, was systematised in India many
centuries before it could be called a science in
other countries. Pythagoras derived his
knowledge of music from India. Wagner is said
to have got familiar with Hindu music through
Latin translations and is indebted to it for his
principle idea or ‘leading motive’ Lopold
Stokowski the famous conductor of the
Philadelphia Orchestra wrote to Dilip Kumar
speaking in glowing terms of the subtle intricacies
of Indian rhythm for which, so he wrote, the West
has much to learn.In the openion of Georges
Duhammel, “the eminent French author and critic”
the music of India is without doubt one of the
greatest proofs of the superiority of her
civilisation.The Indian system of music has been
admittedly formed on better principles than those
of the West and is far superior to the occidental
music in as much as the Western system of
notation does not admit any sound less than half
a tones while the Indian music has quarter tones
which render it too difficult to be imitated by
Europeans. It is on account of these quarter
tones and certain other characteristic features
that the Indian music is more perfect than the
Western music. the system of music known as
Karnatika Music has the wellknown scheme of
seventy-two melakartha ragas or scales that
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institute India’s rich down which entitles her to
great honour and these scales offer and ever-
expanding Vista of possibilities for enriching the
Western system of music. This is no fanciful
overstatement of facts. A Western musician well-
versed in both the Indian and the Occidental
systems of music says with reference to the
seventy two melakarthas or scales of the
Karnatik music, “ What do we find in the West?
Only three out of these 72 are used.... and the
fact remains that all Western music is formed
form dhira Sankarabharana, Kiravani and
Gowrimanohari ragams, according to South Indian
terminology....Nothing of the beauty of
Mayamalavagowla, the sweetness of Kalyani, the
pensiveness of Bhairavi, the strength of Todi are
known to the Western world If India’s gift of
three ragams only has already so enriched the
West artistically, what joy will she not bring to
the world when she freely and lavishly pours forth
her full musical wealth?....... But it is not only in
its science of ragams that the East can teach
the West, it is also in its science of thalams or
rhythm What specific musical gifts has
Mother India thus preserved so jealously through
the millenia for humanity ! Western music has
built itself up on three only out of the seventy-
two melakarthas-what it calls the major scale,
the harmonic minor and the melodic minor scales.
The teeming millions of Indian people are trained
by tradition in at least sixteen different root scale
combinations, and their trained musicians have
a working knowledge of over forty and a
theoretical knowledge of the seventy-two. What
unworked mines of musical gold for the world's
musicians !” The system of Indian music known
as Karnatika music can enrich and
metamorprosise the entire system of Western
music enhancing the artistic pleasure and self-
expression of the concerned people which is no
mean contribution to the world’s aesthetic wealth.

Purandara’s kirtanas reveal a machiney of
versification, the knack of an ingenoius and
pleasing arrangement of melodious sylaables; a
vast repertory of poetical effects; choice words,
happy epithets, graceful images, metaphors and
similies from every realm of nature and human
life. His kirtanas are noblest poetry, whose



conception as a whole is magnificent, and is
worked out in easy free flowing outlines: grand
in its simplicity, in its sincerity, in its epic melody
and repose of reconcilement.

Purandara kirtanas are the cherished
possession of Karnataka culture and of Indian
culture. Time has not antiquated them, nor the
progress of knowledge rendered the thoughts
obsolete. His ideas have been assimilated by
the minds and absorbed into the language, and
literature of succeeding centuries, and his mode
of singing the Kirtanas and the technique of
rendering them to music, likewise in their orginal
form and shape remain the subjects of study
and admiration. Our best intellects teach and
comment on Purandara’s Kirtanas; and our most
skilled critics spend their lives in eliciting and
setting in fresh light, its beauty of thought and
exquisite perfection of form, and the
interpenetration of thought, language, idea and
form and music.

We must know and experience for
ourselves, all the flow and rhythm of its verse,
all the delicate points and precision of its
expression, all the majestic swing or the tender
music of its langauge. It is said that there are
wines asavas which can only be drunk in the
country where the wine grows so too flavour
and.... aroma of the best creation of the
vachanakaras and Dasas are too delicate to bear
importation into the speech of other lands and
times however crude and imperfect they may be.
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To appreciate them truly, we must breathe the
very air and steep ourselves in the spirit of their
own, age and country, and receive them in the
very form in which they were produced, fresh
and fragrant on the soil to which they are
indigenous. Such as those of Purandara, will
always be remembered among the wisest
teachers of mankind.

The saint like the great Buddha abandoned
the use of Sanskrit on the vehicle of
communication of divine Knowledge and adopted
Kannada in the manner of Basaveshwara for
pouring out his matchless devotion for common
understanding and participation in the love of
God. Buddha tought the great truths through Pali
and spoke of mahakaruna as essence of God
and every individual has to perform himself to
be as Dharmadhathu Swabhavatmaka. The
individual is the fabrication of own salvation and
God even cannot help one who cannot help
himself by self-conquest. Basaveshwara in a
similar vein spoke of ‘Dayave dharmada
moolavayya’ and ‘Kayakave Kailasa’' as the path
of immortality. Purandara who came two centuries
after Basaveshwara spoke similarly of supreme
importance of language, of the emotions and
poured out in inaffable melody and simple prose
his great love and devotion to God. There is
matchless simplicity in his similes and the
language he has employed to give expression
of his love of God, which all people of karnataka
share with his divine blessings.
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